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Sociology A level
What is Sociology?
· The study of society, in particular the western developed world. 
· Explores the meaning of culture and identity to different groups in society. 
· The study of structures and institutions in society such as education, government, media, religion, health care, the family, the workplace etc. 
· Examines inequality, focusing on class, gender, ethnicity, age, sexuality and disability. 
· Uses theoretical perspectives to analyse different social phenomena and social processes. 
· Carries out research using a range of methods; interviews, questionnaires/surveys, experiments, observations, case studies, content analysis. 

What will this course give you?
· An appreciation of the wide range of theoretical perspectives in Sociology
· An opportunity to look at how sociology is applied to real life
· The skills of application, analysis and evaluation
· The chance to debate and discuss current affairs
· A methodology for investigating group behaviour
· Opportunities to develop “Key Transferable Skills” e.g., evaluation 



AQA Sociology - Specification Summary
	Paper 1
Education with Theory and Methods 
	Paper 2
Topics in Sociology
	Paper 3
Crime with Theory and Methods

	Education: 
• 4 marks - Outline two 
• 6 mark - Identify three 
• 10 mark - Applying material from Item , analyse two 
• 30 mark - Assess the claim

Methods in Context: 20 marks ― Evaluate the strengths and limitations of a method in studying an area of education. 


Theory and Methods: 10 marks – Outline two
	Families and Households
 • 10 mark Outline two 
• 10 marks Applying material from Item ?, analyse two 
• 20 mark Assess the claim


Beliefs in Society:
• 10 mark Outline two
• 10 marks Applying material from Item ?, analyse two
• 20 mark Assess the claim
	Crime and Deviance: 
• 4 marks Outline two
 • 6 mark Identify three 
• 10 mark Applying material from Item ?, analyse two 
• 30 mark Assess the claim

Theory and Methods: 10 marks – Outline two 20 Marks – Evaluate

	Exam: 2 hours
80 marks
33% of A-Level
	Exam: 2 hours
80 marks
33% of A-Level
	Exam: 2 hours
80 marks
33% of A-Level




Assessment Objectives
	AO1

	Knowledge and Understanding of:
sociological theories, concepts and evidence
sociological research methods

	AO2 

	Application of: 
sociological theories, concepts, evidence and research methods to a range of issues

	AO3 

	Analysis and Evaluation of: 
sociological theories, concepts, evidence and research methods in order to:
present arguments
make judgements
draw conclusions


AQA Sociology Specification
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF 
PAPER 1
Education
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Methods in Context
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Theory and Methods
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Families and households
Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations of the following content: 
• the relationship of the family to the social structure and social change, with particular reference to the economy and to state policies 
• changing patterns of marriage, cohabitation, separation, divorce, childbearing and the life course, including the sociology of personal life, and the diversity of contemporary family and household structures 
• gender roles, domestic labour and power relationships within the family in contemporary society 
• the nature of childhood, and changes in the status of children in the family and society • demographic trends in the United Kingdom since 1900: birth rates, death rates, family size, life expectancy, ageing population, and migration and globalisation.

Beliefs in Society
Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations of the following content: 
• ideology, science and religion, including both Christian and non-Christian religious traditions 
• the relationship between social change and social stability, and religious beliefs, practices and organisations 
• religious organisations, including cults, sects, denominations, churches and New Age movements, and their relationship to religious and spiritual belief and practice 
• the relationship between different social groups and religious/spiritual organisations and movements, beliefs and practices 
• the significance of religion and religiosity in the contemporary world, including the nature and extent of secularisation in a global context, and globalisation and the spread of religions.


 PAPER 3
Crime and Deviance
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Theory and Methods
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The Importance of Current, Contemporary Examples

·  In order to obtain high marks in the exams, you need to demonstrate that you have a good sociological awareness. 
· This involves keeping up to date with current affairs and developments in the real world. 
· The best way to do this is to regularly watch the news and read the newspaper (or newspaper apps) and keep a bank of ideas. 
· Another way to do this is by watching relevant documentaries and films (of which there are loads) and taking detailed notes.
· In your folder have a sections of all the articles and notes from documentaries you have found and then when you come to write essays you have a range of contemporary links. 
· We will do a lot of this in lessons to, but the more of your own you have – the more you stand out. 
· 


Useful Websites

www.aqa.co.uk/subjects/sociology 
www.sociologytwynham.com
www.tutor2u.com/sociology
www.hectic teacher.com
www.getrevising.co.uk
www.advancealevel.co.uk/sociology
www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology
www.studywise.co.uk/a-level-revision/sociology/ 
www.revisesociology.com/ 
www.britsoc.co.uk/
www.ons.gov.uk/ 
 https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=esher+sociology









[bookmark: _GoBack]Films, TV Shows and Documentaries
	Crime and Deviance
Jamie Bulger - A Mother’s Story
Louis Behind Bars
Ross Kemp on Gangs
Bowling for Columbine
Sex Drugs & Murder: Life in the red light zone (talks about the various issues relating to drug taking, position of women within crime and management strategies for crime) (BBC3)
I am Jane Doe (Netflix - trafficking documentary) (Netflix)
Louis Theroux : Amongst Sex Offenders (Netflix)
Children of God (Netflix)
Girlhood (Netflix)
Cocaine (Netflix)
Reggie Yates in a Texan Jail (BBC) 
Stacey Dooley Investigates … Saving the cyber sex girls (BBC)
Stacey Dooley Investigates … Mums selling their kids into sex (BBC)
I am Slave (Netflix) 
E-Team (Netflix)

	Education
Too Poor for Posh School (Cutting Edge)
Education Essex/Yorkshire etc…
The History Boys (movie)
Excluded - Kicked out of School (BBC)
Tough Young Teachers (BBC)
Dear Sir with Love (old movie) 
Black is the New Black (Education episode- BBC) 
Stacey Dooley Investigates … Worlds worst place to be a woman (BBC)
School Swap

	
	General Sociological Topics
Suffragette
This is England
Train Spotting
Riot Club
The Help
Hidden Figures
Pride
Civil Liberties
East is East
Made in Dagenham
American Beauty
Of Mice and Men
The Iron Lady
Louis Theroux

	The Media
I am Jane Doe (Netflix - trafficking documentary) 
Miss Representation (Netflix)
E-Team (Netflix)
Outfoxed
The Social Network
Catfish
Control Room

	Health
Sicko
Being Black, Going Crazy (BBC)
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
History of the Madhouse (BBC)
Dallas Buyers Club
Prescription Thugs
I, Daniel Blake
Panorama: Contaminated Blood – the search for truth (BBC)
Care Home for 4 year olds (4od)
Hospital (BBC)
NHS: £2 billion a week and counting (4od)



Books
· Animal Farm- G. Orwell
· Chavs- O. Jones
· The Help- K. Stockett
· The Spirit Level – Wilkinson and Pickett
· No Logo- N. Klien
· Half the Sky - Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn
· Sense of Freedom J. Boyle
· The Millstone – M. Drabble
· One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s nest - Ken Kesey
· Watching the English – Kate Fox
· Gang leader for a day - Sudhir Venkatesh
· Black Like Me-  J. Howard Griffin
· To Kill a Mocking Bird - Harper Lee
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4.1.1 Education

Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations of the following content:
the role and functions of the education system, including its relationship to the economy and to class
structure
differential educational achievement of social groups by social class, gender and ethnicity in
contemporary society
relationships and processes within schools, with particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships,
pupil identities and subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of teaching and learning
the significance of educational policies, including policies of selection, marketisation and
privatisation, and policies to achieve greater equality of opportunity or outcome, for an
understanding of the structure, role, impact and experience of and access to education; the impact
of globalisation on educational policy.

4.1.2 Methods in Context

Students must be able to apply sociological research methods to the study of education.

4.1.3 Theory and Methods

Students must examine the following areas:
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4.1.2 Methods in Context

Students must be able to apply sociological research methods to the study of education.

4.1.3 Theory and Methods
Students must examine the following areas:
quantitative and qualitative methods of research; research design
sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, participant and non-participant observation,
experiments, documents and official statistics
the distinction between primary and secondary data, and between quantitative and qualitative data
the relationship between positivism, interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social
facts’
the theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of method(s)
and the conduct of research
consensus, conflict, structural and social action theories
the concepts of modernity and post-modernity in relation to sociological theory
the nature of science and the extent to which Sociology can be regarded as scientific
the relationship between theory and methods
debates about subjectivity, objectivity and value freedom
the relationship between Sociology and social policy.

4.2 Topics in Sociology
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* both the evidence of and the sociological explanations for the content listed in the topic areas below.

Throughout, students should be encouraged to use examples drawn from their own experience of
small-scale research.

Attention should be given to drawing out links with other topics studied in this specification.

4.3.1 Crime and Deviance
Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations of the following content:
crime, deviance, social order and social control

the social distribution of crime and deviance by ethnicity, gender and social class, including recent
patterns and trends in crime

globalisation and crime in contemporary society; the media and crime; green crime; human rights
and state crimes

crime control, surveillance, prevention and punishment, victims, and the role of the criminal justice
system and other agencies.

4.3.2 Theory and Methods
Students must examine the following areas:
quantitative and qualitative methods of research; research design

sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, participant and non-participant observation,
experiments, documents and official statistics

the distinction between primary and secondary data, and between quantitative and qualitative data

the relationship between positivism, interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social
facts’

the theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of method(s)
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4.3.2 Theory and Methods

Students must examine the following areas:
quantitative and qualitative methods of research; research design
sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, participant and non-participant observation,
experiments, documents and official statistics
the distinction between primary and secondary data, and between quantitative and qualitative data
the relationship between positivism, interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social
facts’

the theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of method(s)
and the conduct of research

consensus, conflict, structural and social action theories

the concepts of modernity and post-modernity in relation to sociological theory

the nature of science and the extent to which Sociology can be regarded as scientific
the relationship between theory and methods

debates about subjectivity, objectivity and value freedom

the relationship between Sociology and social policy.
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