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Introduction
This pack contains a programme of reading that will help you develop your knowledge over the year. 
In preparation for your exams, is vital that you maintain your reading – you should be reading a newspaper every day. The department recommends the ‘I’ or the Times.
When you find an interesting article, you should cut it out and file it in the wider reading section of your folder. 
Edexcel Politics specification and exam structure 
Politics is a linear course. There are 3 units which make up the A –Level;
Unit 1: UK Politics (worth 33%) (Exam length: 2 hours)
This unit examines in detail how people and politics interact. You will explore the emergence and development of the UK’s democratic system and the similarities, differences, connections and parallels between direct and indirect democracy. You will learn about the role and scope of political parties that are so central to contemporary politics, including the significance of the manifestos they publish at election time and their relevance to the mandate of the resulting government. You will also learn about the role of the media in politics. 
Unit 2: UK Government (33%) (Exam length: 2 hours)
This unit is fundamental to understanding the nature of UK government, since it enables you to understand where, how and by whom political decisions are made. You will learn about the set of rules governing politics in the UK, the UK constitution, which is different in nature from most of the rest of the world. You will also study the specific roles and powers of the different major branches of the government – legislative, executive, and judiciary – as well as the relationships and balance of power between them, and decide where sovereignty (power) now lies within this system.



Unit 3: Comparative Politics – American Politics (33%) (Exam length: 2 hours)

You will begin by studying the US Constitution and the arguments surrounding this guiding document of US democracy. In learning about the key institutions of government in the USA and analysing the manner in which they achieve this power and exercise it over their citizens, you will judge ultimately whether ‘liberty and justice for all’ has been achieved in the USA. You will compare and contrast politics and institutions in the US with those in the UK.                            

Topics – broken down by term.
*Remember, it is the aim to cover a topic a term, but sometimes the pace may be quicker or slower….
*Also remember, Politics is an update to date course that responds to current events. Your teacher, therefore, may change the order of teaching below…

Component One - Participation
	Term
	Content

	Autumn A
	Topic - Democracy and Participation
· Current systems of representative democracy and direct democracy.
· A wider franchise and debates over suffrage.
· Pressure groups and other influences.
· Rights in context.


	Autumn B
	Topic - Political parties
· The functions and features of political parties in the UK’s representative democracy.
· How parties are currently funded, debates on the consequences of the current funding system.
· The origins and historical development of the Conservative Party, the Labour Party and Liberal Democrat Party, and how this has shaped their ideas and current policies on the economy, law and order, welfare and foreign policy.
· Emerging and minor UK political parties.
· The importance of other parties in the UK.
· The ideas and policies of two other minor parties.
· UK political parties in context.
· The development of a multi-party system and its implications for government.
· Various factors that affect party success – explanations of why political parties have succeeded or failed, including debates on the influence of the media.


	Spring A
	Topic – Electoral Systems 
· First-past-the-post (FPTP), Additional Member System (AMS), Single Transferable Vote (STV) Supplementary Vote (SV).
· The advantages and disadvantages of these different systems.
· Comparison of first-past-the-post (FPTP) to a different electoral system in a devolved parliament/assembly.
· Referendums and how they are used.
· How referendums have been used in the UK and their impact on UK political life since 1997.
· The case for and against referendums in a representative democracy.
· Electoral system analysis.
· Debates on why different electoral systems are used in the UK.
· The impact of the electoral system on the government or type of government appointed.
· The impact of different systems on party representation and of electoral systems on voter choice.


	Spring B 
	Topic – Voting behaviour and the media  
· Case studies of three elections (one from the period 1945– 92, the 1997 election, and one since 1997), the results and their impact on parties and government.
· The factors that explain the outcomes of these elections, including:
·  the reasons for and impact of party policies and manifestos, techniques used in their election
· campaigns, and the wider political context of the elections
· class-based voting and other factors influencing voting patterns, such as partisanship and voting attachment
· o gender, age, ethnicity and region as factors in influencing voting behaviour, turnout and trends.
· Analysis of the national voting-behaviour patterns for these elections, revealed by national data sources and how and why they vary.
· The assessment of the role and impact of the media on politics – both during and between key general elections, including the importance and relevance of opinion polls, media bias and persuasion.


	Summer A 
	Topic – Liberalism  
· Liberalism: core ideas and principles
· Differing views and tensions within liberalism
· Liberal thinkers and their ideas.


	Summer B 
	Topic – Conservatism  
· Conservatism: core ideas and principles
· Differing views and tensions within conservatism
· Conservative thinkers and their ideas.

Topic – Socialism  
· Socialism: core ideas and principles
· Differing views and tensions within socialism
· Socialist thinkers and their ideas.





Component Two – UK Government 
	Term
	Content

	Autumn A
	Topic – The Constitution  
· The nature and sources of the UK constitution, including: an overview of the development of the constitution through key historical documents.
· The nature of the UK constitution: unentrenched, uncodified and unitary, and the ‘twin pillars’ of parliamentary sovereignty and the rule of law
· The five main sources of the UK constitution: statute law; common law; conventions; authoritative works and treaties (including European Union law).
· How the constitution has changed since 1997.
· The role and powers of devolved bodies in the UK, and the impact of this devolution on the UK.
· Debates on further reform.



	Autumn B
	Topic – Parliament  
· The selection of members of the House of Commons and House of Lords, including the different types of Peers.
· The main functions of the House of Commons and House of Lords and the extent to which these functions are fulfilled.
· The comparative powers of the House of Commons and House of Lords.
· The legislative process.
· The ways in which Parliament interacts with the Executive.


	Spring A
	Topic – Prime Minister and Executive   
· Its structure, including Prime Minister, the Cabinet, junior ministers and government departments.
· Its main roles, including proposing legislation, proposing a budget, and making policy decisions within laws and budget.
· The main powers of the Executive, including Royal Prerogative powers, initiation of legislation and secondary legislative power.
· The concept of individual ministerial responsibility.
· The concept of collective ministerial responsibility.
· The power of the Prime Minister and the Cabinet.
· The factors governing the Prime Minister’s selection of ministers.
· The factors that affect the relationship between the Cabinet and the Prime Minister, and the ways they have
changed and the balance of power between the Prime Minister and the Cabinet.
· The powers of the Prime Minster and the Cabinet to dictate events and determine policy.
· Students must study the influence of one Prime Minister from 1945 to 1997 and one post-1997 Prime Minister. • Students may choose any pre-1997 and any post-1997 Prime Minister, provided that they study them in an equivalent level of detail, covering both events and policy, with examples that illustrate both control and a lack of control.


	Spring B 
	Topic – Relations between branches
· The Supreme Court and its interactions with, and influence over, the legislative and policy-making processes.
· The role and composition of the Supreme Court.
· The key operating principles of the Supreme Court, including judicial neutrality and judicial independence and their extent.
· The degree to which the Supreme Court influences both the Executive and Parliament, including the doctrine of ultra vires and judicial review.
· The influence and effectiveness of Parliament in holding the Executive to account.
· The influence and effectiveness of the Executive in attempting to exercise dominance over Parliament.
· The extent to which the balance of power between Parliament and the Executive has changed.
· The aims, role and impact of the European Union (EU) on UK government. 
· The location of sovereignty in the UK political system.
· The distinction between legal sovereignty and political sovereignty.
· The extent to which sovereignty has moved between different branches of government.
· Where sovereignty can now be said to lie in the UK.


	Summer A 
	Topic – Feminism
· Feminism: ideas and principles
· Different types of feminism
·  Feminist thinkers and their ideas


	Summer B 
	· Consolidation and revision of both units 
· Origins of America 














Book Recommendations:
As is the nature of Politics, books can become out of date very quickly, so if you want to buy any books off the internet etc., check with Ms Beale first that they are the most up to date edition and that they cover our course. 
The current course began in September 2017 so any specific Edexcel textbooks should have been published after that date. 
As mentioned before, read a good quality newspaper every day
For Units 1 and 2:
· Andrew Heywood; Essentials of UK Politics, A level (4th edition)
· Wyn Grant; Pressure Groups and British Politics (Contemporary political studies)
· The  Oxford Very Short Introduction Guides e.g to Politics, Conservatism, Liberalism 
[image: http://vector.me/files/images/1/7/17428/bbc_news.png]TV Recommendations: 
· BBC 6 o’clock or 10 o’clock news
· Channel 4 news
· Question Time (BBC)
· [image: https://www.comedy.co.uk/images/library/comedies/300/h/hignfy_logo.jpg]Daily Politics Show (BBC) 
· Newsnight (BBC)
· Have I Got News For You (BBC)
· Mock The Week (BBC)







Wider Reading Recommendations by term / topic:
· YOU MUST FILL IN YOUR EXTEND AND ENRICH LOG
· ALL WIDER READING SHOULD BE SHOWN IN YOUR FOLDER – SEE SHEET FOR EXAMPLE ON HOW TO TAKE NOTES 
Topic 1, Aut A – The Constitution: 
· Books: 
· The British Constitution by A. King
· Has devolution delivered by C. Bromley 
· Websites: 
· www.unlockdemocracy.org
· www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit
Topic 2, Aut A – Democracy and participation: 
· Books: 
· Democracy in Britain by M. Cole
· Why democracy matters in the 21st Century by M. Flinders 
 
· Websites: 
· www.unlockdemocracy.org
· www.change.org
· You should also research your own pressure groups – ask you teacher for ideas
Topic 3, Aut B – Parliament: 
· Books: 
· Parliament in British politics by P. Norton
· How Parliament works by R. Rodgers 
· Websites: 
· www.parliament.uk
· www.hansardsociety.org.uk


Topic 4, Aut B – Political Parties: 
· Books: 
· Political parties in Britain by M. Cole
· Political parties in the UK by A. Cook

· Websites: 
· Sign up for updates on each of the three main parties (+ one minor party) websites  / follow a few of their MP’s on Twitter
Topic 5, SPR A – The PM & Executive: 
· Books: 
· Anthony Seldon has written books on each of the last 5 PM’s
· The Prime Minister: The Office and its holders since 1945 by P. Hennessy. 
· Websites: 
· www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk

Topic 6, SPR A – Electoral Systems: 
· Books: 
· Britain votes by A. Geddes 
· Websites: 
· www.electoral-reform.org.uk
Topic 7, SPR B – Relations between institutions: 
· Books: 
· Final judgement: The last Law Lords and the Supreme Court by R.N. Patterson 
· Websites: 
· www.supremecourt.uk
· www.justice.gov.uk




Topic 8, SPR B – Voting behaviour and the media: 
· Books: 
· After each election, Macmillan Palgrave publish a detailed breakdown of the results – these are titled ‘The British General Election of…’
· Websites: 
· www.bbc.co.uk – there election coverage is excellent 
· Opinion poll websites such as You Gov and Ipsos – Mori are a good source of information about voting behaviour. 

Topic 9, Summer A – Liberalism: 
· Books: 
· The death of liberalism by R. Emmett-Tyrell
· Liberalism by P. Kelly 
Topic 10, Summer A – Feminism: 
· Books: 
· Bad feminist by R. Gay
· Feminists Don't Wear Pink (and other lies): Amazing women on what the F-word means to them by S. Curtis
Topic 11, Summer B – Conservatism: 
· Books: 
· Red Tory by P. Blond 
· How to be a Conservative by R. Scruton 

Topic 12, Summer B – Socialism: 
· Books: 
· Arguments for socialism by T. Benn
· One hundred years of Socialism by D. Sassoon 


Example of wider reading log
	Article:




	The 3 most important points are:

How is this useful for the exam?

What question is it relevant to?






You are expected to keep a weekly log of what you have read, watched or listened to so as to enrich your understanding of the subject as a whole. 

EXTEND AND ENRICH – WEEKLY LOG
	Date
	Resource Accessed
	Topic / Point of Interest
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