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Case Study
Jade is 8 years old and is a looked-after child. This means that she is being looked after by the local authority rather than her own parents, so has been placed with several foster families since she was taken into care. Although her real parents live locally, she has been taken away from them because the local authority social services feel that her parents are not capable of looking after her and keeping her safe. Her parents agree with this decision as they are both drug addicts and know that they have always neglected her. They both love Jade, but because of their addiction they spend all their money on drugs and are high most of the time. 

Instead of looking after her when she was a baby they were always out looking for ways to score or serving time in prison for theft. Jade was child-minded by whichever adult or child was available each day in the block of flats where her parents lived until she was taken into care at the age of 4 years.

Jade feels an outsider with her foster family and wants to go back to live with her own parents like her classmates do. She continually misbehaves and causes trouble at home. She finds it hard to make friends at school and often falls out with her class mates. They don’t like her because she is either being rude and aggressive towards them and the teacher or else she is sullen and withdrawn.


1. What is it about Jade’s early childhood that has caused her to have difficulties forming friendships and relationships with others?
 
2. Why do you think Jade behaves as she does?
 
3. What are the likely effects on Jade’s: 
ability to deal with disappointments? ______________________________________________
confidence? __________________________________________________-_______________
sense of security? _____________________________________________________________
ability to overcome problems? ____________________________________________________
ability to trust others? ___________________________________________________________
ability to become autonomous? ___________________________________________________
future relationships as an adult? ___________________________________________________

4. What can her foster parents do to help her?
 
5. Do some research to find out what other problems Jade may have in later life if she remains in care. Make notes to keep in your portfolio.  

Numeracy task
6. A dashboard is a visual display of the most important and up-to-date information arranged on a single screen so the information can be seen at a glance. Do some research to find some current facts and statistics about children in care in the UK and produce your own dashboard with the statistics. Make notes to keep in your portfolio.  
Literacy task
7. Write a report of your research findings in which you explain, assess and analyse the situation for children in care in the UK. Keep this in your portfolio.  
(NB: For Merit/Distinction work: your report should assess, analyse and evaluate the situation for children in care in the UK, draw a conclusion and justify that conclusion. Keep this in your portfolio.

Pause Point
Did you understand what is meant by attachment and emotional resilience?
Hint
What was it about Jade’s early life that made it hard for her to form an attachment? 
Extend
Has Jade developed emotional resilience? Explain your answer.
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