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Macbeth SoL
Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel

Rationale
Shakespeare’s tragedy is studied in the final term of Year 10. At this stage of their educational journey, we feel our students are ready to explore the complexities of a Shakespearean text in depth. Macbeth helps our students develop an awareness that life throws up situations where what is right or wrong is not universally agreed. Each lesson is differentiated upwards. In class, students are provided with differentiated objectives which challenge them to explore the beauty and complexity of the text. In addition, they have numerous opportunities to discuss how the Early Modern English text relates to contemporary life, and they are provided with a range of bespoke resources that allow them to reach their potential in an exam environment.


Core skills:

· read, understand and respond to texts
· maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response
· use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations
· analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate
· show an understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written.


Assessment:

Students complete full exam style questions. They receive written feedback and respond in green pen. Our aim is to ensure their exams replicate the rigor of a GCSE exam, and we want them to be proactive about acting on feedback, so they can learn from the expertise of their teachers. In Year 11, they will revisit this play during revision lessons, and they will be assessed in mock examinations.


SMSC
Students revisit the contextual background of belief systems, including Christianity during the Medieval period (Macbeth).
Through the study of Macbeth, students will discuss the moral motivations of characters in terms of being loyal to their country, their marriages, their friends, and their personal goals. Students will evaluate the full extent of sacrifice as they analyse Macbeth’s nadir.
Students consider how social environments influenced Shakespeare. They will explore how the role of women, witchcraft, and kingship has changed over time. Conversely, they have numerous opportunities to discuss how the Early Modern English text relates to contemporary life.


Memorable Learning Moments:
· Watching different versions of the play
· Performing sections of the play
· Mastering a close reading of Early Modern English text
· Sharing their own interpretations of the text
· Evaluating the work of Shakespearean critics
· Relating the themes explored on the play to contemporary issues


Weekly Objectives:
	Summer A

	Week
	Lesson Focus
	Lesson Objectives

	Week 1
	Plot overview
	Objective: demonstrate an understanding of the plot

	
	Historical and social context
	Core: demonstrate a clear understanding of important contextual information
Challenge: link key contextual information to events in the play

	
	Act 1, Scene 1
The Witches
	Core: demonstrate an understanding of Shakespeare’s intentions.
Challenge: interpret the reaction of a Jacobean audience to the Witches.

	
	Act 1, Scene 2
Our first impression of Macbeth
	Core: demonstrate an understanding of Macbeth’s key characteristics
Challenge: consider how Shakespeare wants the audience to initially view Macbeth

	Week 2
	Act 1, Scene 3
The Witches meet Macbeth
	Core: demonstrate a clear understanding of Shakespeare’s presentation of the supernatural
Challenge: evaluate whether the witches are to blame for Macbeth’s downfall

	
	Act 1, Scene 4
Stars, hide your fires
	Core: explain why Macbeth is conflicted
Challenge: analyse Shakespeare’s presentation of a conflicted character

	
	Act 1, Scene 5
Lady Macbeth receives the letter
	Core: demonstrate a clear understanding of Shakespeare’s presentation of Lady Macbeth
Challenge: consider how Lady Macbeth subverts traditional gender stereotypes

	Week 3
	Act 1, Scene 6
Duncan Arrives at Macbeth’s Castle
	Core: explain how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as manipulative
Challenge: explain, in detail, how Shakespeare’s uses dramatic irony to highlight the Macbeths’ cruelty 

	
	Act 1, Scene 7
Planning the Murder
	Core: explain how Lady Macbeth subverts traditional gender roles
Challenge: explore the complexities of the Macbeths’ relationship

	
	Act 2, Scene 1
The Floating Dagger Scene
	Core: explain how Shakespeare uses the supernatural to build tension 
Challenge: explore and critique Shakespeare’s use of the supernatural to create suspense

	Week 4
	Act 2, Scene 2
The Immediate Aftermath of the Murder
	Core: analyse Shakespeare's presentation of Macbeth’s guilt 
Challenge: compare the initial reaction of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth

	
	Act 2, Scene 3
Finding Duncan
	Core: explain how and why Lady Macbeth deceives her guests
Challenge: analyse Shakespeare’s presentation of deception and assess Shakespeare’s use of comedy 

	
	Act 2, Scene 4
The Old Man and Rosse
	Core: explain how Shakespeare presents the distortion of the natural order
Challenge: analyse Shakespeare presentation of distortion

	Week 5
	Act 3, Scene 1
Our Fears in Banquo
	Core: explain how Shakespeare shows the insecurities Macbeth has in his position as King. 
Challenge: explore and critique Shakespeare’s use of devices to showcase Macbeth’s insecurities. 

	
	Act 3, Scene 2 and 3
Full of Scorpions is my Mind
	Core: explain how Shakespeare shows the changing roles of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth
Challenge: explore and critique Shakespeare’s use of devices to showcase Macbeth and Lady Macbeth’s change in character. 

	
	Act 3, Scene 4
Banquo’s Ghost
	Core: explain how Shakespeare shows Macbeth’s increased guilt and paranoia in this scene.
Challenge: explore and critique Shakespeare’s use of devices to showcase Macbeth’s guilt and increased fragile state of mind. 

	Week 6
	Act 3, Scene 5 & 6
Hecate and Macbeth the Tyrant
	Core: explain how and why Macbeth is a tragic hero.
Challenge: compare how our perception of Macbeth has changed.

	
	Act 4, Scene 1
The Apparitions
	Core: analyse the symbolism of the three apparitions.
Challenge: analyse the symbolism of the apparitions and thoughtfully consider the role of The Witches.

	
	Act 4, Scene 2
The murder of Lady Macduff 
	Core: explain the role of Lady Macduff.
Challenge: thoughtfully consider why Shakespeare includes the murder of Lady Macduff and her son.

	
	Act 4, Scene 3
Macduff and Malcolm


	Core: explain how Shakespeare explores the role of kingship in Act 4 Scene 3.
Challenge: explore the theme of kingship and consider the role of Malcolm in the play as a whole.

	Week 7
	Act 5, Scene 1
Lady Macbeth Sleepwalking
	Core: explain how Shakespeare presents the theme of guilt in this scene
Challenge: compare the Lady Macbeth of Act 1 with the Lady Macbeth of Act 5

	
	Act 5, Scene 2 – 4
Preparing to overthrow Macbeth
	Core: analyse Shakespeare’s presentation of Macbeth at the beginning of Act 5
Challenge: compare the perception of Macbeth in Act to with the perception in Act 1.

	
	Act 5, Scene 5 
Lady Macbeth is dead
	Core: evaluate Macbeth’s thoughts about life at this point in the play
Challenge: consider the multiple interpretations of this scene

	Week 8
	Act 5, Scene 6-7
	

	
	Act 5, Scene 8
	

	
	Act 5, Scene 9
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