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An Inspector Calls

English Literature Paper 2 
Section A
Modern Drama

Rationale
An Inspector Calls is a morality play that denounces the hypocrisy and callousness of capitalism and argues that a just society can only be achieved if all individuals feel a sense of social responsibility. Our students will develop their literal and inferential comprehension: analysing a word, phrase, or sentence in context; exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings; and distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and what is implied. They also develop their critical reading: supporting a point of view by referring to evidence in the text; recognising the possibility of and evaluating different responses to a text; using an understanding of writers’ social, historical and cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making an informed personal response that derives from analysis and evaluation of the text. They will produce clear and coherent text: writing effectively about literature for a range of purposes such as: to describe, explain, summarise, argue, analyse and evaluate; discussing and maintaining a point of view; selecting and emphasising key points; and using detailed textual references.

Aims of our SoL

Our SoL encourages students to develop knowledge and skills in reading, writing and critical thinking. Through literature, students have a chance to develop culturally and acquire knowledge of the best that has been thought and written. Studying Priestley’s play prepares our students for the rigours of the drama component at KS5.

Our SoL encourages our students to: 

· read a classic modern drama fluently and with good understanding, and make connections across their reading 
· read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and explain their understanding and ideas 
· develop the habit of reading widely and often 
· appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage 
· write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard English 
· acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other literary and linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what they read.
· demonstrate an awareness of stagecraft
· read a range of critical readings about the play

Key Skills 

Students will critically evaluate texts through:
· drawing on knowledge of the purpose, audience for and context of the writing, including its social, historical and cultural context and the literary tradition to which it belongs, to inform evaluation.
· identifying and interpreting themes, ideas and information. 
· exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings, the relationships between them and their effects.
· seeking evidence in the text to support a point of view, including justifying inferences with evidence.
· analysing a writer’s choice of vocabulary, form, grammatical and structural features, and evaluating their effectiveness and impact.
· making critical comparisons, referring to the contexts, themes, characterisation, style and literary quality of texts, and drawing on knowledge and skills from wider reading.


Assessment Objectives

The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives:
 
· AO1: Read, understand, and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 
maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response, and use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 
· AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 
· AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 
· AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.


SMSC

· An Inspector Calls enables the nature of Christian responsibility to be explored, directly addressing the values of compassion, integrity, and justice. The Inspector’s summative message, “we don't live alone. We are members of one body. We are responsible for each other” references the gospels “we, being many, are one body” (Romans, 12.5).
· In terms of moral development, Priestley’s play furnishes our students with the knowledge and ability to question and reason, which will enable them to develop their own value system and to make reasonable decisions on matters of personal integrity. 
· Exploration of social responsibility and consequences of actions.
· An Inspector Calls as a morality play that denounces the hypocrisy and callousness of capitalism and argues that a just society can only be achieved if all individuals feel a sense of social responsibility.
· Comparison of societal differences and expectations between modern day Britain and Edwardian Britain.
· Cultural development: the morality play is a very old theatrical form, going back to the medieval period, which sought to instruct audiences about virtue and evil.
· The timeless exploration of class and political systems that maintain societal structures.
· Gender inequality: the presentation of gender in An Inspector Calls is intrinsic to the play's overall message on the evolution of social values and generational divisions. The play mirrors the widening rift between the generations not only on the role of women in society, but the socio-economic issues that transcend gender but remain inherently linked to it.


Bespoke Revision Resources

Each student has access to the following exam revision resources:

· AIC Theme Maps
· AIC Workbook
· PiXL AIC Independence Booklet
· Context, themes, and setting PPT
· LitCharts – An Inspector Calls
· Booklet of model answers
· Plot overview sheet
· Bespoke flashcards (all themes and characters)
· Booklet of specimen questions


Memorable Moments

· Passionate debates about creating a more just and compassionate society.
· Thoughtful self-reflection of one’s own flaws and morals.
· The entertaining revealing of plot twists.
· The ambiguous ending of the play.
· Conversations about the various ways in which the Edwardian period is analogous to our own.
· Challenging and thought-provoking wider reading sessions.
· Observing different interpretations of the play.
· Debates about the values that form part of left-wing and right-wing political ideology.
· Developing an understanding of the power of stagecraft.

Lesson Objectives and Content

	Autumn A 7 ½ Weeks

	Lesson
	Lesson Focus
	Lesson Objectives

	
1
	
Key contextual information

	
Core: record and consider important contextual information

Challenge: pinpoint and absorb important historical, social, and cultural contextual information

	
2
	
Opening stage directions
	
Core: demonstrate an understanding of Priestley's intentions in the opening stage directions

Challenge: analyse Priestley’s intentions and comment on his use of props in the opening stage directions


	
3
	
Introduction to the Birling family

	
Core: formulate an opinion about the different members of the Birling family

Challenge: form an opinion of the characters based on the language Priestley uses


	
4
	
Focus on Mr Birling
	
Core: assess Priestley’s intentions and analyse his presentation of Mr Birling.

Challenge: craft a thoughtful, developed interpretation of Mr Birling, supported by the use of precise quotations.


	
5
	
Focus on The Inspector
	
Core: assess Priestley’s intentions and analyse his presentation of The Inspector.

Challenge: craft a thoughtful, developed interpretation of The Inspector, supported by the use of precise quotations.


	
6
	
Spotlight on Sheila
	
Core: explain how Priestley develops the character of Sheila and craft a clear response to a character question

Challenge: explore the range of methods used by Priestley to develop the character of Shelia and craft a thoughtful response toa character question

	
7
	
The beginning of Act 2
	
Core: clearly explain how Priestley presents Mrs Birling as the embodiment of upper-class privilege

Challenge: explore and analyse how Priestley uses Mrs Birling to highlight elitist condescension 


	
8
	
Gerald’s summer


	
Core: clearly explain how Priestley presents Gerald and demonstrate an understanding of essay writing

Challenge: explore and analyse how Priestley presents Gerald and craft a nuance analytical paragraph


	
9
	
The older generation
	
Core: compare the views of Mr and Mrs Birling

Challenge: compare the views of Mr and Mrs Birling and consider Priestley's intentions


	
10
	
Eric’s story
	
Core: discuss Priestley’s methods and analyse his presentation of Eric

Challenge: discuss why Eric’s behaviour is so reprehensible and link the character to important contextual information


	
11
	
The Inspector’s final speech

	
Core: analyse how Priestley conveys his socialist message through the Inspector’s final speech

Challenge: evaluate how Priestley uses the Inspector as his mouthpiece to confront his audience’s views on the structure of society


	
12
	
The Aftermath
	
Core: explore the intended effects of how Priestley chooses to end the play

Challenge: evaluate how Priestley’s choice of ending conveys his socialist agenda


	


Consolidation Lessons

	
Once the students have finished reading and analysing the play, they will complete a series of carefully constructed consolidation lessons. The lessons will focus on key exam content. In addition, our students will use this time to engage with the wide range of bespoke revision resources we have created.
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