Y11 English Literature Transition Unit
Hamlet by William Shakespeare





[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]



	


Hamlet is one of the most dangerous things ever set down on paper. All the big, unknowable questions like what it is to be a human being; the difference between sanity and insanity; the meaning of life and death; what’s real and what’s not real. All these subjects can literally drive you mad.
Michael Sheen, 2020






Hello Yr11- soon to be Yr12 English Literature students!
Congratulations on choosing English Literature A Level! The following lessons are to help you prepare for your lessons in September. Below you have an overview of the course; those in bold are the texts that you will begin preparing over the next five weeks and over the summer.
The aim of the next five weeks is for you to:
1. To understand the plot of Hamlet as a revenge tragedy.
2. To write brief scene summaries of each scene that you will use in Yr12. Begin a word document and save this for Yr 12.
3. To begin to understand the play in terms of how it achieves dramatic effects by looking at the play in performance. Challenge: try looking at different performances of the same scene and make notes of the differences.
4. To submit a weekly test on the key events of the play.
The lessons are organised by week- one Act per week. Some Acts are longer than others, so if you find that you finish an Act before the end of the week, move onto the next one. Equally, if circumstances mean you fall behind, simply catch up when you can as all the work is here.
	
Content Overview
	
Assessment Overview
	
Assessment Overview


	
Component 01

* Shakespeare: Hamlet
* Drama and poetry pre-1900: An Ideal Husband- Oscar Wilde & Selected Poems by Christina Rossetti 

	
Drama and poetry pre-1900
(01)*
Written paper
60 marks
closed text
2 hours 30 minutes

	

40%
of total A level

	
Component 02

* Close reading in chosen topic area: The Gothic
* Comparative and contextual study from chosen topic area: The Gothic
	
Comparative and 
contextual study
(02)*
Written paper
60 marks
closed text
2 hours 30 minutes

	


40% 
of total A level

	
Component 03

* close reading OR re-creative writing piece with commentary
* Comparative essay*

	


Literature post-1900
(03)*
40 marks
non examined assessment
	

20% 
of total A level


Yr11 transition lessons
LO: To gain a good understanding of the plot and key characters in Hamlet
	Week
	Topic
	Tasks

	Week beginning Mon 20th April
	Tragedy & Act 1
	1. Read EMC on An Introduction to Tragedy. Write your own definition of tragedy.
2. Read Defining Renaissance Tragedy and answer the questions. 
3. Task:  To complete clear bullet point summaries of Act One.
· This is an audio dramatized version of the play ( below).
· Open the online text of the play (below)  and then read along listening to the audio version. 
· This week you will complete Act One.
· For each scene, read alongside the audio version. 
· Then write a bullet point summary of what happens in each scene. Save this as a Word document as you will need it in Yr12.

Listen:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbdcD5SAD7Q

Read:
  https://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/play_view.php?WorkID=hamlet&Scope=entire&pleasewait=1&msg=pl


Watch: ( Clips from each scene using Branagh version)
Sc i: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-QvTxMHTcY
Scii: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrfUawdF2Co
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUnU7x8_uQk
Sc iii: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSWFyWUqlA0
Sc iv: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKgNVGkwrVs
Sc v: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g05x9X7mpcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKgNVGkwrVs&t=5s

Write:
Sc i:  Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens.
Sc ii: Listen, read and watch. Write a  bullet point summary summary of what happens
Sc iii Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary  summary of what happens
Siv:   Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary summary of what happens
S v:   Listen,read and watch. Write a bullet point summary summary of what happens

Challenge: What do we learn about Hamlet in his first soliloquy?

	
	
	My task: Use this to help you write summaries if you need to. Do not just copy and paste. https://www.gradesaver.com/hamlet/study-guide/summary-act-1


	





Week beginning Monday 27th April
	
ALL: 




Act 2
	
Now spend 15 mins completing the week 1 multiple choice test and submit in assignments. You should do this in the last lesson of the week. Spend 15 mins. 

Task:  To complete clear bullet point summaries of Act Two
· This is an audio dramatized version of the play (below)
· Open the online text of the play (below)  and then read along listening to the audio version. 
· This week you will complete Act Two
· For each scene, read alongside the audio version. 
· Then write a bullet point summary of what happens in each scene. Save this as a Word document as you will need it in Yr12.
Listen:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbdcD5SAD7Q

Read:
  https://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/play_view.php?WorkID=hamlet&Scope=entire&pleasewait=1&msg=pl

Watch

Sc1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCLIZ989GXA (David Tennant) 
Sc2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fje1acYFQg4 

Write: 
Sc i:  Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens.
Sc ii: Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary summary of what happens

Challenge: Why is Hamlet so disgusted with himself in his soliloquy?

	
	
	My task: Use this to help you write summaries if you need to. Do not just copy and paste


	























Week beginning Monday 4th May
	

ALL:


















Act 3
	

Now spend 15 mins completing the week 2 multiple choice test and submit in assignments. You should do this in the last lesson of the week. Spend 15 mins.
















Task:  To complete clear bullet point summaries of Act Three
This is an audio dramatized version of the play (below)
· Open the online text of the play (below)  and then read along listening to the audio version. 
· This week you will complete Act Three
· For each scene, read alongside the audio version. 
· Then write a bullet point summary of what happens in each scene. Save this as a Word document as you will need it in Yr12.
Listen:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbdcD5SAD7Q

Read:
  https://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/play_view.php?WorkID=hamlet&Scope=entire&pleasewait=1&msg=pl


Watch:
Sc1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jK8am5ur7Ck
Sc2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-fweW5ZZl8 (David Tennant watch from 2:00) 
Sc 3:COMPARE THE TWO CHARACTERISATIONS OF CLAUDIUS: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWz1KrKF0M0 (Branagh’s)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXSX9if1Alo (David Tennant) 
Sc4: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBCNHq7zRCk

Write:
Sc i:  Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens.
Sc ii: Listen, read and watch. Write a  bullet point summary summary of what happens
Sc iii Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary  summary of what happens
Siv:   Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary summary of what happens

Challenge: What are your thoughts on Hamlet’s soliloquy “To be or Not to Be”?


	
	
	My task: Use this to help you write summaries if you need to. Do not just copy and paste


	













Week beginning Monday 11th May
	




ALL








Act 4
	




Now spend 15 mins completing the week 3  multiple choice test and submit in assignments. You should do this in the last lesson of the week. Spend 15 mins.






Task:  To complete clear bullet point summaries of Act Four
This is an audio dramatized version of the play (below)
· Open the online text of the play (below)  and then read along listening to the audio version. 
· This week you will complete Act Four
· For each scene, read alongside the audio version. 
· Then write a bullet point summary of what happens in each scene. Save this as a Word document as you will need it in Yr12.
Listen:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbdcD5SAD7Q

Read:
  https://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/play_view.php?WorkID=hamlet&Scope=entire&pleasewait=1&msg=pl


Watch:

Sc1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCsSSWyG1jI
Sc2: 
Sc3: 
Sc4: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CHUlE2wLAQ
Sc5: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uet1OaTal5Q&t=90s
Sc6: 
Sc7: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFR9A76DZ0g (David Tennant)


Write:
Sc i:  Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens.
Sc ii: Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens
Sc iii Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens
Siv:   Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens
S v:   Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens
Sc vi: Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens
Scvii: Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens

Challenge: What effect does Hamlet’s meeting with the Captain of Fortinbras’ army have on him?


	
	
	My task: Use this to help you write summaries if you need to. Do not just copy and paste


	








Week beginning Monday 18th May
	

ALL







Act 5
	

Now spend 15 mins completing the week 4 multiple choice test and submit in assignments. You should do this in the last lesson of the week. Spend 15 mins.



Task:  To complete clear bullet point summaries of Act Four
This is an audio dramatized version of the play (below)
· Open the online text of the play (below)  and then read along listening to the audio version. 
· This week you will complete Act Four
· For each scene, read alongside the audio version. 
· Then write a bullet point summary of what happens in each scene. Save this as a Word document as you will need it in Yr12.
Listen:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbdcD5SAD7Q

Read:
  https://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/play_view.php?WorkID=hamlet&Scope=entire&pleasewait=1&msg=pl

Watch:
Sc1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBpGgB1NTYg
        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zKlkbmylIs
David Tennant A5S1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGjFiW9clws
Sc2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHUZ1_cxdyw
        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMKa4j3RsXc

Write
Sc i:  Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens.
Sc ii: Listen, read and watch. Write a bullet point summary of what happens

Challenge: What effect do you think the Graveyard scene had on Hamlet?

	
	
	My task: Use this to help you write summaries if you need to. Do not just copy and paste


	
	ALL
	
Now spend 15 mins completing the week 5 multiple choice test and submit in assignments. You should do this in the last lesson of the week. Spend 15 mins.

	
	



Challenge:
	Congratulations! You have now read the whole of Hamlet! Keep your scene summaries and tests on a folder for Yr12. 

To take your understanding of the play further, try listening to the following lecture and make notes:
URL: www.massolit.io 
Username email address: jcs009@jcsonlineresources.org
Password: JCSFoundation
(*Take care not to include a space before the password - best to type in manually; note, the password is case sensitive.)   
Shakespeare: Hamlet Professor John McRae Nottingham University
https://www.massolit.io/courses/shakespeare-hamlet-d824ee26-f9d5-4bf1-a922-78998dea9587 




image1.png
© Tristram Kenton




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




