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Slide 12

9 May 1950 — French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman presents a plan for deeper cooperation after WWII. Later, every 9 May is celebrated as 'Europe Day'.

Slide 13

Britain: full member of the EU but not a part of the Eurozone (group of countries who share the Euro currency). Therefore it has its own currency like the other countries marked in green.

Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and Liechtenstein are not members of the EU, instead they are members of EFTA (European Free Trade Association).
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18 April 1951:Schuman plan, six countries sign a treaty to run their heavy industries – coal and steel – under a common management. In this way, none can on its own make the weapons of war to turn against the other, as in the past. The six are Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg.
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· Continuing conflict between Russia and Ukraine.

· Civil unrest in Kosovo.

· Israeli-Palestinian conflict over the Gaza strip.

BUT – what about the war on terror?? Madrid, London, Paris…
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The Plan: a United States of Europe.

· A huge, very rich market place.

· A huge presence on the world stage – almost as big as China and much bigger than the USA.

· Within Super State… Spain, France, Germany, Poland will all be like States in the USA (run by and from a central government).

BUT – where does Britain fit in to all of this??
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What is happening?
The Conservatives' election manifesto promised to hold a referendum (a nationwide vote) on whether or not the UK should stay in or leave the European Union. They won the election so it's all systems go.

What is a referendum?
A referendum is basically a vote in which everyone (or nearly everyone) of voting age can take part, normally giving a "Yes" or "No" answer to a question. Whichever side gets more than half of all votes cast is considered to have won.

Who will be able to vote?
British, Irish and Commonwealth citizens over 18 who are resident in the UK, along with UK nationals who have lived overseas for less than 15 years. Members of the House of Lords and Commonwealth citizens in Gibraltar will also be eligible, unlike in a general election. Citizens from EU countries - apart from Ireland, Malta and Cyprus - will not get a vote.
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Who wants the UK to leave the EU?
About 40% of the British public, according to the latest opinion polls. The UK Independence Party, which won the last European elections, and received nearly four million votes, 13% of those cast, in May's general election, campaigns for Britain's exit from the EU. A fair number of Conservative MPs - and several Labour ones - are also in favour of leaving.
If you were offered the vote now, which way would you go and why??
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