The EU — pros and cons for the UK

Teaching notes

Year group: Year 8.

Outcomes:
understand how many countries there are in the EU and when they joined
understand the main roles of the EU
explore the pros and cons of the UK remaining in the EU.

The material here is enough for one lesson or two, as you prefer.
Resources

The resources in bold are provided below the teaching notes.

Information sheet 1 — overview of the European Union (EU)
Information sheet 2a — EU member countries list

EU quiz

EU quiz — answers

Information sheet 2b — EU member countries map

Information sheet 3 — What if Britain left the EU?

(prepared according to which version of Lesson 1, Activity 3 you choose, plus a
second copy for Lesson 2, Activity 1)

Some examples of slogans, posters and cartoons about the EU debate

Good ones can be found by searching Google images for ‘eu referendum poster’ and
‘eu referendum cartoon’.

Extra information

The Europa website is a good source of extra information for teachers:
http://europa.eu/index_en.htm

Lesson 1l

Starter — class discussion (5 minutes)

Ask students the following questions:

1. Have you heard of the European Union?
2. What does it do?
3. Isitagood or bad thing for the UK?

Activity 1 EU quiz (15 minutes)

You could start by giving students the quiz and then give them Information sheets 1
and 2a for them to check their answers, or you could give them the information sheets
first then do the quiz to check that they have read and absorbed the information.

Activity 2 EU member countries map (10 minutes)

Give students Information sheet 2b. Ask them to find the EU countries from 2a and
write the names and joining dates next to the numbers below the map.
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1 Sweden (1995) 10 Cyprus (2004) 19 Luxembourg (1952)

2 Finland (1995) 11 Greece (1981) 20 Denmark (1973)

3 Estonia (2004) 12 Malta (2004) 21 the Netherlands (1952)
4 Latvia (2004) 13 Italy (1952) 22 Belgium (1952)

5 Lithuania (2004) 14 Hungary (2004) 23 France (1952)

6 Poland (2004) 15 Slovenia (2004) 24 United Kingdom (1973)
7 Slovakia (2004) 16 Austria (1995) 25 Ireland (1973)

8 Romania (2007) 17 Czech Republic (2004) 26 Spain (1986)

9 Bulgaria (2007) 18 Germany (1952) 27 Portugal (1986)

Activity 3 What if Britain left the EU? (25 minutes)

In advance of the lesson, you will need to prepare Information sheet 3 as follows:
Version 1

You could remove the topic headings, and then in the lesson ask students to put them back
in.

Version 2

Alternatively, you could cut up the arguments and get students to stick them under the
correct topic heading and side (for/against leaving the EU).

You could also ask students the following questions:

1. From how many of the 27 EU countries have you seen shops/events/items/people
in the UK?

2. Inyour opinion, should UK citizens consider political parties’ views on the EU when
deciding how to vote? Explain why/why not.

3. Why do many politicians and employers in the UK have strong feelings about
whether to stay in the EU or leave the EU?

Plenary — What have you learned? (5 minutes)

Give each student three slips of paper and ask them to write on each one a fact that they
have learned about the EU that they did not know at the start of the lesson.

They should each then choose the most interesting fact of the three, in their opinion, and
take turns to come and stick them on the board with sticky tack (or place them on a free
desk / on the floor).

Facts which are the same or similar should be grouped together as each new one is added,
and you can intervene at this point to correct any factual errors!

Alternative

If you are going to do more work on the EU next lesson, you could have students write
three questions about the EU which have not been answered in this lesson and then
research them at the start of the next lesson via http://europa.eu/index_en.htm.
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Lesson 2

Starter (5 minutes)

Put students in pairs and give them two minutes to list as many EU countries as they can.
They get one point for each country they have listed correctly and an extra point if they can
give the date it joined the EU.

Activity 1 (10 minutes)

In advance of the lesson, prepare a version of Information sheet 3 with just the section
headings but no arguments. Ask students to brainstorm arguments for each heading.
They can then refer back to their completed version of Information sheet 3 from Lesson 1.

Activity 2 Media campaign (45 minutes)

Students work in pairs to design a brief media campaign putting forward one side of the
EU debate (for the UK leaving or against the UK leaving).

Students should put together:
a slogan
a cartoon
three key arguments to support their case.

You might want to show them examples of existing slogans, posters and cartoons.

Get the class to vote on the best campaign and give reasons for their choices, e.g. clarity of
argument, memorable slogan, etc.
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Information sheet 1 — overview of the European Union (EU)

The European Union (originally the Council of Europe) was formed because of the Second
World War; the six countries who created the Council of Europe in 1949 wanted to make
sure that such a war would not happen again. There are now 27 members, with a 28,
Croatia, due to join on 1st July 2013.

EU countries work together on issues such as:
trade and industry
social matters and aid, e.g. money for poorer countries to build houses and schools
scientific research and technological development
foreign policy (how EU countries deal with the rest of the world)
international justice, e.g. fraud, drugs and terrorism.

These are some of the main institutions in the EU:

European Parliament

Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) are elected by the people of the member
countries. They work with the European Council to make laws. The European Council
is made up of the heads of the EU member countries, e.g. David Cameron for Britain.

Court of Justice
The Court of Justice makes sure EU law is applied in the same way in all EU countries.
It also settles legal disputes between EU governments and EU institutions.

European Central Bank
The ECB works with the banks in the EU member countries to manage the eurozone
(the 17 EU countries which have the euro as their currency) and to supervise the
financial systems in each country.

Information sheet 2a — EU member countries list

Here are the member countries and the date each joined:

Austria (1995) Germany (1952) the Netherlands (1952)
Belgium (1952) Greece (1981) Poland (2004)
Bulgaria (2007) Hungary (2004) Portugal (1986)

Cyprus (2004) Ireland (1973) Romania (2007)

Czech Republic (2004) Italy (1952) Slovakia (2004)
Denmark (1973) Latvia (2004) Slovenia (2004)
Estonia (2004) Lithuania (2004) Spain (1986)

Finland (1995) Luxembourg (1952) Sweden (1995)

France (1952) Malta (2004) United Kingdom (1973)
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EU quiz

Challenge yourselves with this quiz. The answers are all in Information sheets 1 and
2a.

1. How many countries are there in the European Union?
a. 6
b. 17
c. 27

2.  Which of these countries is going to join the EU on 1st July 2013?

a. Croatia
b. Turkey
c. Russia

3.  Which of these countries is not part of the EU?
a. Finland
b. lreland
c. Switzerland

4. Who chooses the Members of the European Parliament (MEPS)?
a. the people of each EU country
b. the governments of each EU country

c. the current European Parliament

5. When was the Council of Europe (which became the EEC and then the EU) created?
a. 1918
b. 1945
c. 1949

6. When did Britain join?
a. 1973
b. 1983
c. 1993

7. How many EU countries use the euro?
a. 6
b. 17
c. all of them
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EU quiz — answers

Challenge yourselves with this quiz. Some but not all of the answers are in Information
sheet 1.

1.

How many countries are there in the European Union?

Answer: c. 27

Six countries created the original Council of Europe and then European Economic
Community — Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg.
Seventeen EU countries have the euro.

Which of these countries is going to join the EU on 1st July 2013?

Answer: a. Croatia

Turkey has applied for EU membership, but hasn’t been accepted yet.

Which of these countries is not part of the EU?

Answer: c. Switzerland

Finland is part of the EU, but its neighbour Norway is not.
The Republic of Ireland is a separate country from the UK and is an EU member.

Who chooses the Members of the European Parliament (MEPs)?

Answer: a. the people of each EU country

When was the Council of Europe (which became the EEC and then the EU) created?
Answer: c. 1949

1918 was the end of the First World War.

The Second World War ended in 1945, but obviously it took a few years to set up the
Council of Europe.

The members of the Council of Europe formed the European Economic Community
(EEC) in 1957.

When did Britain join?

Answer: a. 1973

How many EU countries use the euro?

Answer: 17

Countries don’t have to adopt the euro to become members of the EU.
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Information sheet 2b — EU member countries map

Write the country names and joining dates next to the numbers below the map.

1 10 19
2 W 0
ER 2 2
4 s 2
s w 2
6 s 22
E2 s s
F 7 %
FRE s 2
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Information sheet 3 — What if Britain left the EU?

adapted from an article by Ben Chu in The Independent, 3 July 2012

Arguments for leaving the EU Arguments against leaving the EU
Exports
People who want us to leave the EU argue British bankers and businesses think
that British manufacturers would export countries like China will prefer to do
more to non EU countries with growing business with us if we are part of the EU.

economies like China, Brazil and India.
In 2011, 53 per cent of our goods were

We would still be allowed to sell goods to bought by EU countries. This was vital for
EU countries. our economy.
Imports

We import a lot of European goods. If we
left the EU, we might have to pay higher
taxes on European imports.

Growth

The eurozone is in financial difficulties. The = Leaving the EU would cause uncertainty
UK is a safer place to invest. about Britain’s economy and this would put
off overseas investors.

Immigration
The Government could stop EU citizens The Government could stop EU citizens
from coming to live and work in the UK. from coming to live and work in the UK.
This would improve our quality of life This would be bad for the economy because
because fewer people would be using immigrants do jobs that other people do not
public services (e.g. the NHS). want to do.

Around 748,000 Britons live or work in EU
countries. If we stop EU citizens coming
here, those EU countries may stop us going
to live and work there.

Budget

The UK pays more to the EU than it receives | EU money is used to develop poorer EU

(around €9bn more). Ending those countries. These countries will then be
payments by leaving the EU would help to better potential markets for British goods
reduce the UK deficit. and services.
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Arguments for leaving the EU Arguments against leaving the EU

Agriculture

The UK pays more money to the EU's
Common Agricultural Policy than it
receives (around £7.1bn more between 2007

and 2013). If we left the EU, our
Government could save this money.

European countries tend to tax more

Politics

, spend | European countries tend to tax more, spend

more on welfare and control imports and more on welfare and control imports and
exports more tightly. Right-wing politicians = exports more tightly. Left-wing politicians
in Britain think that being in the EU is in Britain think that staying in the EU could

taking away our social and economic
freedoms.

help move Britain to the political left.

The US prefers Britain to work in closer

The right wants to rely on Britain's ‘special | partnership with the EU.

relationship’ with the US.

Word list

export
import

public services

deficit

potential markets

Common Agricultural Policy

welfare

special relationship

India and China seem to think Britain's
membership of the EU is a good reason to
build economic and political ties with us.

sell things produced in our country to other countries
buy things produced in other countries

a service provided by the government, such as buses
or health care

the situation when a country has spent more money
than it has made

possible places where we could sell things

an EU system for giving money to help farmers from
poorer EU countries

money and free medical care provided by the
government for people who are unemployed, have
lots of children, or are too ill or too old to work

the close political and military cooperation between
Britain and the United States since the Second World
War
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