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1. [bookmark: _Toc37939891]Introduction to BTEC specification 
Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Business is a two year course starting in September 2016. This course is equivalent in size to two A Levels and has 720 guided learning hours. This course comprises of 8 units of which 6 are mandatory and 3 are external. Mandatory content (83%) and External assessment (45%). Units 2 (Developing a Marketing Campaign), 3 (Personal and Business Finance) and unit 6 (Principles of Marketing) are all externally assessed. 
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2. [bookmark: _Toc37939892]Why study BTEC Business and pathways for careers
You are assessed using a variety of styles to help you develop a broad range of transferable skills. Opportunities are given to:
• write up the findings of your own research
• use case studies to explore complex or unfamiliar situations
• carry out projects for which you have choice over the direction and outcomes
• demonstrate practical and communication skills using appropriate presentations and role plays.

[bookmark: _Toc37939893]How does the qualification provide employability skills?

In the BTEC National units there are opportunities during the teaching and learning phase to give students practice in developing employability skills. The three main categories are:
• cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical thinking, approach non-routine
problems applying expert and creative solutions, use systems and technology
• intrapersonal skills: communicating, working collaboratively, negotiating and
influencing, self-presentation
• interpersonal skills: self-management, adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring and development.

[bookmark: _Toc37939894]What could this qualification lead to?

Students who have completed this qualification may progress to further learning at Level 3, for example a larger-size BTEC National in the business sector. The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as contributing to meeting admission requirements to many relevant courses if taken alongside other Level 3 qualifications as part of a programme of learning. Depending on the other qualifications learners have taken, you can progress to a degree programme from a range of programmes in the business sector. Progression can be direct to an honours degree or to a Higher National, a Foundation Degree, or a Higher Apprenticeship.

[bookmark: _Toc37939895]Where will success take me?

BTEC Business is a versatile subject that can help you in a number of careers. Not only could you find yourself working for big corporations, banks or the government but your qualification in Business could also be valuable support in several other careers e.g. marketing, finance, voluntary sector.
[bookmark: _Toc37939896]3. Required Knowledge and skills
Required knowledge 
	Year 1 – Year 12
	Year 2 – Year 13

	Unit 1 (CW)
Features of business, reasons for their success, stakeholders, communication, organisational structures, vision, aims, objectives, external & internal environment, , supply and demand, innovation.
	Unit 4 (CW)
Role and skills of an event organiser, types of event, feasibility measures, event planning tools, budgets, resources and constraints, management of the event, problem solving, 

	Unit 2 (Exam)Marketing – aims and objectives, market markets research, marketing mix, promotional mix
	Unit 5 (CW)
International business, globalisation, international trading blocs, barriers to international business, cultural factors, strategies and resources

	Unit 3 (Exam) 
Personal finance, financial institutions, accounting, sources of finance, break-even, cash flow, profitability, liquidity, performance
	Unit 6 (Exam)
Functions of management, management and leadership styles, business culture, human resources, motivation, training and development, managing change, managing quality 

	Unit 14 (CW)
Customer service expectations, actions and behaviours, benefits, legislation, regulations, complaints.

	Unit 19 (CW)
Micro business start-ups, market research, financial and legal planning, making a business pitch to secure an investment



Skills
BTEC Business helps develop a number of personal skills:
- Research
- Analysis and evaluation
- Communication
- Working with others to discuss Business issues and solve business problems.
4. [bookmark: _Toc37939897]Book, Newspaper & Magazine Recommendations
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BTEC Nationals Business Student Book 1 + Activebook
Publisher: Pearson
Author: Jenny Phillips,Helen Coupland-Smith,Catherine Richards,Julie Smith,Ann Summerscales
ISBN: 9781292126241
• Written by an expert author team of BTEC teachers and business professionals so you can be sure the content is reliable, relevant and of the highest quality...
 
A good quality newspaper (Particularly the business section) such as; The Guardian, The Times, The Telegraph, The Independent for a more concise read.
***Sign up for the Financial Times with your UHS/school email address: https://enterprise.ft.com/en-gb/secondary-education/ ***

[bookmark: _Toc37939898]5. Movie / Video Clip Recommendations
· Tutor2u video clips (online) - https://www.tutor2u.net/business/videos
· BBC Bitesize Videos - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82
· Youtube- there is numerous documentaries on Youtube. Search ‘BTEC Business documentary’ and you will find a plethora of them to watch and gain further knowledge
[bookmark: _Toc37939899]6. Independent learning (online resources and TV programmes to watch)
Online resources
	Area
	Description
	Weblink

	Annual reports service

	Order free annual reports from the Financial Times. Often useful to illustrate issues regarding strategy, the role of directors, factors that affect performance of the business. Shows the different ways organizations present themselves whilst also highlighting the reporting responsibilities of public companies – you might be surprised by how much data there is in these.

	http://ftcom.ar.wilink.com/asp/P002_search_ENG.asp 


	Bank of England

	A good site that explains: what the Bank of England does and what is meant by monetary policy and the links between interest rates and inflation. Useful for Unit 4.

	http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/ 


	BBC News
	A superb resource and one of the best starting points to find resources.

	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/ 


	Competition Commission
	The Competition Commission is an independent public body that conducts in-depth inquiries into mergers, markets and the regulation of the major regulated industries.  You can see what it is currently investigating on its current inquiries section.

	http://www,competition-commission.org.uk/ 


	European Union
	The official site for information on the European Union.
	http://europa.eu/ 

	Fortune
	Website of the famous magazine that includes the top 500 companies in the world, the most powerful business people and the 100 best companies to work for.
	http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/ 


	Federation of Small Businesses

	The organisation that represents many small businesses in the UK. The site has information on the issues currently concerning small business owners.
	http://www.fsb.org.uk/ 


	Statistics
	Free access to data produced by the Office for National Statistics and government departments. Everything from baby names, productivity, employment, inflation, share ownership and how people spend their time.
	http://www.statistics.gov.uk/ 


	Statistics 
(how to make sense of)

	Stats4schools is about helping you to get more from statistics. There are datasets that can be downloaded and included in your projects, free of charge. 
	http://www.stats4schools.gov.uk/ 


	Tom Peters
	Access the website of this expert on business management practices.
	http://www.tompeters.com/ 


	Times 100
	A resource centre for business studies and Economics students. The material is centred on well-known businesses covers all the key topic areas. Case studies, theory, quizzes, company information links (taking you to specific sections of the featured company website), etc.
	http://www.thetimes100.co.uk 


	Tutor2u
	Excellent website. Offers free student resources including revision notes and quizzes.
	http://www.tutor2u.net/ 


	You Tube
	Online videos - always worth searching for a clip on the topic you are studying.
	http://www.youtube.com/ 


	Bank of England

	A good site that explains: what the Bank of England does and what is meant by monetary policy and the links between interest rates and inflation. Useful for Unit 4.
	http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/ 


	BBC News
	A superb resource and one of the best starting points to find resources.
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/ 

	British Franchise Association

	“The British Franchise Association is the voluntary self-regulating governing body for franchising.” This site features useful information on awards and case studies.
Helpful for Unit 1.
	http://www.thebfa.org/ 
http://www.thebfa.org/casestudies.asp 


	Business in the Community

	“Business in the Community is a membership of companies with the leadership to translate corporate values and commitments into mainstream management practice. These companies measure and report on progress and illustrate the action being taken to improve the impact of their operations, products and services on society and the environment.” This website has useful case studies and statistics. 
	www.bitc.org.uk 









Television
	Programme
	Channel
	Description
	Website

	Various
	The Business Channel

	Great resource if you have access to Sky channel 547. Good range of programmes from documentaries, biographies and series.
	www.thebusinesschannel.com 


	BBC News
	BBC
	News from the UK and around the world
	bbc.co.uk/iplayer 


	Word Business News
	BBC World
	International news
	bbc.co.uk/iplayer 


	World Business Reports
	BBC news
	Latest business news, with reports from Singapore, Frankfurt, London and New York.
	bbc.co.uk/iplayer

	The Money Programme
	BBC 2
	30 minutes programme on current business issues 
	bbc.co.uk/iplayer

	Panorama
	BBC 1
	current affairs journalism
	bbc.co.uk/iplayer 
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