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The BTEC Level 3 course is an alternative option for students wishing to continue their science studies in the 6th Form.  This course is aimed at building skills for work and is ideal preparation for nursing, paramedic science, laboratory technician (in a school, hospital or commercial laboratory) or science communication jobs. 

Units of study:
The Diploma course covers 8 units over two years and is equivalent to two A Levels. The Units that are covered and the methods of assessment are shown below:   

Year 12 
	Unit
	Credits
	Assessment

	1: Principles and Applications of Science I
	24
	1.5hr Exam
	Externally Assessed

	2: Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
	24
	Assignments
	Internally Assessed

	3: Scientific Investigation Skills (Synoptic)
	32
	Controlled Assessment
	Externally Assessed

	12: Diseases and Infection
	16
	Assignments
	Internally Assessed




Year 13 
	Unit
	Credits
	Assessment

	4: Laboratory Techniques and their Application
	24
	Assignments
	Internally Assessed

	5: Principles and Applications of Science II
	32
	2hr Exam
	Externally Assessed

	6: Investigative Project (Synoptic)
	24
	Assignments
	Internally Assessed

	8: Physiology of Human Body Systems
	16
	Assignments
	Internally Assessed









Course Assessment
The course has two exams, one controlled assessment and is also continually assessed through assignment work.  With this in mind, effective organisation and high attendance are very important.  You will be given strict deadlines of assignment completion (in line with the exam board guidelines) and will be expected to meet them, as late submissions are not permitted.  Students who fail to meet deadlines or whose attendance falls below 95% will be at risk of being removed from the course. 

Internal Assessment
You will be assessed every two weeks on the tasks we are carrying out in lessons and for independent study.  This may be through formal testing or you may be asked to update your teacher on the progress of an assignment and this will form the basis of the EMB reporting. Cumulative assessment grades will be calculated based on an average of your work to date.

External Assessment
You will be assessed externally in the form for two written exams (Unit 1 and Unit 5) and by controlled assessment, which will be done in class but will be assessed by the exam board.

Homework
You are expected to spend a minimum of 5 hours per week on work outside of lessons (not including independent lessons).  This may be on specific tasks set by your teacher or it may be independent work on your current assignment.  You will be expected to work independently and will need to draw on your lesson information to complete assignments.  Most of the assignment write ups will be completed outside of lesson time, which will be spent supporting and guiding you through the units.

Independent Learning Tasks
You will be set independent learning tasks every week.  These will link to the topic you are studying and will support you in completion of your assignments.  
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Your assignments will mostly be completed electronically, printed and stored securely at school. For Units 1 and 5 you will be completing classwork on file paper and therefore need to bring a lever arch file with you in September to organise your work. You must also bring paper and all necessary equipment (including a scientific calculator) to every lesson.  
The folder should contain dividers for each unit and it will be your responsibility to file and update your notes as necessary.  Your teachers will take your files to look at periodically and will use this to assess your effort and progress along with your assignment tasks.



