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6 March 2026

Dear Parents and Carers

Headteacher’s Weekly Roundup 2025-2026 — Spring B, Week 2

Well, the sun was out this week, life is appearing in the flower beds round school and the students have been making the
most of the opportunity to get outside. The entire school community embraced the World Book Day celebrations on
Thursday with some remarkable costumes bringing joy and participation to school.

We welcomed Year 10 parents and carers into the school on Tuesday to begin the process of transitioning into the Sixth
Form. Parents and carers were presented with the academic programme alongside the pastoral and enrichment offers
available to students, as well as the timeline of events to transition into our outstanding Sixth Form. The evening fully
brought to life our Sixth Form motto, ‘Belong and Succeed.’

On Tuesday, we also hosted the International Women’s Day conference presenting to Year 12 on the theme of Redefining
Strength. Our keynote speaker was Rosephine Fernandes, a former Art teacher and Head of Year at the Ursuline, who
now works nationally with Beyond Equality, supporting a wide range of institutions: from schools and universities; to
sports teams and workplaces - all to build safer and more inclusive cultures. Our second speaker was Ursuline alumnae,
Shakira Halid, who spoke about her degree in International Relations and Business, and her work with Disney, DASH
Water, and now with Suntory Beverage and Food, the UK's third largest soft drinks manufacturer and proud owners of
iconic brands including Lucozade and Ribena. The Year 12s really enjoyed it (they rated it 4.8 out of 5!). Some of their
comments included: "It encouraged me to do more networking", "It was really insightful into life after sixth form" and "It
emphasised the importance of doing what you truly love".

The only Year 12s absent were those who attended a Psychology conference in Paris, they all returned to school on

Wednesday after a great trip combining academic in-depth presentations and a cultural, fun trip.

Highlights of the week

All Year 8 and Year 9 German students had the chance to see a live performance by the Onatti Theatre Company on
Thursday morning. They had a fantastic time and were delighted to realise that they were able to watch a show in German
for one hour, without a word of English being spoken. When the actors needed a volunteer to come on stage, Isabel R
(8U) did brilliantly and stole the show! Well-done, and thank you to Ms Harriott for organising the performance.
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Maeve in Year 11 visited the Houses of Parliament on Tuesday. She was invited by the London Youth Games Team
Manager to speak publicly about her experiences representing Merton through the London Youth Games Squash team,
her journey in sport locally, and the wider impact that school sport has had on her development. Maeve took the
opportunity to speak directly with Caroline Cooper-Marbiah, Cabinet Member for Sport in Merton. She spoke incredibly
confidently and was a fantastic ambassador not only for Merton sport, but she also embodied the skills and attributes
of an Ursuline student.

Focus areas for next week

Litter is being left behind after breaks. Students will be encouraged in the context of the school virtues programme to
be considerate of others. Students sitting in groups too often this week stand up on the bell and leave without looking
over their shoulder to ensure nothing is left behind. Students are encouraged (and at times directed) to pick up the
litter or mess left behind where they sit as a group, regardless of whether this is their own.

Important Notices

St Cecilia’s Concert: Wednesday 11" March, 7.00pm

Tickets are still a number of tickets available to purchase from the Finance Office for £7 (cash only). Students can buy
the tickets or parents and carers can pop by (The Downs entrance).

The Merton Immunisation Team will be visiting school on Monday 9" March to deliver Year 9 vaccinations. If you would
like your child to have these vaccinations in school please complete the consent form link
https://cypcis.kingstonandrichmond.nhs.uk/dtp/2025/merton.

Please note this is for YEAR 9 students ONLY.

\"‘ 1CULT (7] Multicultural Evening: 18" March, 6.00-8.30pm
\A ev ENIN G 4( We are delighted to be hosting yet another Multicultural event, one of the
highlights of the school year. With many student performances planned along with

(MVJ_ wral, wuj_

m?gurw Dbty great food, this celebration of our community’s rich diversity is not to be missed!
6:30 - 8:30PM 18TH MARCH . .

PLEASE PURCHASE TICKETS WITH Tickets are now available on Arbor (Select ‘School Shop’).

FINANCE
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcypcis.kingstonandrichmond.nhs.uk%2Fdtp%2F2025%2Fmerton&data=05%7C02%7Ceoin.kelly%40ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk%7Cb24bf58423704ee0601908de7addfaa5%7Cba1a876b163242e8aa37308c96d5c683%7C0%7C0%7C639083290969850208%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G4B9wTi2R6BMsx%2FgVwfdDh6ymwU3JasFKF8ViyemOvs%3D&reserved=0
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Arbor Payments Reminder

The school successfully migrated Payments from ParentPay to Arbor during half term and parents/carers must now use
Arbor to manage all school-related payments including catering, equipment and trips. The school no longer uses
ParentPay. For further information refer to the emails from Mr Glavina sent on 4™ and 24" February.

Term dates academic year 2026-2027
Please see dates here.

Spring B key dates

Refer to our Calendar for academic year events and below for significant upcoming dates for this half-term:
Lent Programme will run throughout the term.

8™ March: International Women’s Day

11" March: St. Cecilia’s Concert, 7.00-9.00pm. Tickets available from the Finance office @£7.
11t -12* March: GCSE Geography Fieldwork to Battersea Power Station

18" March: Multicultural Evening, 6.00-8.30pm

19" March: Cultural Day

24™ March: Y10 Parents Revision Evening; Main Hall (6.00-7.00pm)

24™ March: Joint Concert with Wimbledon College 7.00-9.00pm

27" March: Passion Services

27" March: End of term

Parent/carer Resources

The government published its promised consultation on action to protect children from the risks of social media following
the under-16 social media ban in Australia. It seeks views on measures which include setting a minimum age and what
age would be right. The consultation closes on Tuesday 26 May. More information is in the government press release and
this is the link to the consultation.

Catch 22 is hosting a free webinar on Youth Vaping on Tuesday 17*" March at 6pm. For more information and to sign up
please refer to the attached flier and/or the recent email sent from Ms McCourt. To support the workshop,
our parent/carer communication on the subject of Youth Vaping includes a summary of the available research and

recommended resources for parents/carers to aide conversations with their young people.
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https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/school-life/term-dates-2026-27/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/assets/2025-2026/School-Life/Parent-School-Calendar-2025-2026.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-gbr.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2Fc75219db-4b36-4cfd-b374-35c968768b79%2Fr%2F9WvS8YfoX0auva3UwX4DAAMAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.gov.uk%25252Fgovernment%25252Fnews%25252Flandmark-consultation-seeks-views-on-major-measures-to-protect-children-on-social-media-gaming-platforms-and-ai-chatbots%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%252C%25222%2522%253A%257B%2522utm_source%2522%253A%2522Dynamics%2520365%2520Customer%2520Insights%2520-%2520Journeys%2522%252C%2522utm_medium%2522%253A%2522email%2522%252C%2522utm_term%2522%253A%2522N%252FA%2522%252C%2522utm_campaign%2522%253A%2522ASCL%2520Briefing%253A%25203%2520March%25202026%2522%252C%2522utm_content%2522%253A%2522ASCL%2520Briefing%253A%25203%2520March%25202026%2522%257D%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DmlyY%252BkHAV4MB24Rbbs5oc7PHvLItyL3S1fUMAC3Ncfs%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da175536a73764d0380b10b26ce0aed92&data=05%7C02%7Ceoin.kelly%40Ursuline.mail.onmicrosoft.com%7Cfb45639a00a94522f45f08de7933a394%7Cba1a876b163242e8aa37308c96d5c683%7C0%7C0%7C639081459871481987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=enbPyDNeM786ND9DyZttG3fLx08kgw9%2F8qp%2FIq2gqsM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-gbr.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2Fc75219db-4b36-4cfd-b374-35c968768b79%2Fr%2F9WvS8YfoX0auva3UwX4DAAQAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.gov.uk%25252Fgovernment%25252Fconsultations%25252Fgrowing-up-in-the-online-world-a-national-consultation%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%252C%25222%2522%253A%257B%2522utm_source%2522%253A%2522Dynamics%2520365%2520Customer%2520Insights%2520-%2520Journeys%2522%252C%2522utm_medium%2522%253A%2522email%2522%252C%2522utm_term%2522%253A%2522N%252FA%2522%252C%2522utm_campaign%2522%253A%2522ASCL%2520Briefing%253A%25203%2520March%25202026%2522%252C%2522utm_content%2522%253A%2522ASCL%2520Briefing%253A%25203%2520March%25202026%2522%257D%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DcFz944deqsW4dz%252Fyz%252FbyBjARxUE%252F1xb5F1bX0%252BNcvxk%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da175536a73764d0380b10b26ce0aed92&data=05%7C02%7Ceoin.kelly%40Ursuline.mail.onmicrosoft.com%7Cfb45639a00a94522f45f08de7933a394%7Cba1a876b163242e8aa37308c96d5c683%7C0%7C0%7C639081459871540104%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BGiAfM%2Bkh%2Bm3rJAzFmlpzIWmWYUqnosnGdbD%2FD7EY38%3D&reserved=0
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/assets/2024-25/Safeguarding/Vaping-Communication.docx

8 Ursuline

9 R

. - .
Follow us! S22 High School
Join our growing social community! Qw WIMBLEDON

@UHSWimbledon / @UrsulineHighPE /

@UHSSixthForm Voluntary Aided 11-18 Roman Catholic School for Girls

Headteacher: Mr Eoin Kelly
Crescent Road, Wimbledon, London SW20 8HA
020 8255 2688 / www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk

The Education Well-being Service is hosting a series of parent/carer Spring term webinars on a variety of topics including
Conflict & Communication, Exam Stress, Siblings with SEND, Teens with Autism and Screen Time. For information
regarding topics and dates please refer to the emails from Ms McCourt. Details can also be found on our website.

News

ERNATIONAL
"\gOMEN'S DAY URSULINE HIGH On Tuesday, we celebrated International Women's
SCHOOL Day with a Year 12 Sixth Form conference on

Redefining Strength.
3 MARCH We were delighted to welcome back

2026 Ursuline alumni Rosephine Fernandes who worked
at the school previous as an art teacher and
previous student Shakira Halid.

With Rosephine Fernandes
and Shakira Halid
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https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/safeguarding/parentcarer-support-services/
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On Thursday we celebrated World Book Day - our Ursuline community were encouraged to dress up as a
literary character, book, or author - with a £1 donation going to CAFOD. The competition winners will be

announced on Monday.
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We also welcomed the Onatti Theatre company into school to

perform a play in German to our Year 8, 9 and 10s currently
studying the language. Isabel who is also interested in drama
played a starring role. Read more here.

And we hosted a Teach Wimbledon ECT Advice Session Event
for our teacher trainees.

International
Coalition of
Girls' Schools

N\ URSULINE
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Congratulations to sixth formers Emma, Natalie,
and Shaila for their presentation at Rutlish for
the Inter-Faith project recently.

They prepared their presentation on what they
learned from visiting Wimbledon Synagogue very
well and articulated it brilliantly. Well done!

NASGS

ASSOCIATION OF
STATE GIRLS’ SCHOOLS

SANCTA FAMILIA

CATHOLIC ACADEMY TRUST


https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/school-life/news/onatti-german-theatre/
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Our Year 9/10 Footballers represented Merton in
the London Youth Games Futsal finals at Crystal
Palace National Sports Centre this week.

With 2 wins, 2 draws and 2 losses, they were
unfortunate not to progress to the playoffs,
but their overall performance and teamwork
together was outstanding.

This week 20 Year 9's visited
The Globe for a workshop
on the play Romeo and
Juliet.

This was followed with a
visit back there the next day
for the Theatre
Performance of the play.
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“ MERTON 9

Congratulations to Maeve G (10M) who was recently invited by the London Youth
Games Team Manager to speak at the Houses of Parliament. Maeve spoke about her
experiences representing Merton through the London Youth Games Squash team,
her journey in sport locally, and the wider impact that school sport has had on her
development.

Quick Links

Arbor - student records and reports
School Calendar 2025-2026
Catholic Life & Mission

Curriculum Information

Headteacher welcome & promotional video
Headteacher’s Weekly Roundups

Newsletters — school-wide and year group
ParentPay - lunch card top ups and other purchases
Parent Engagement & Communications overview
Parent Portals — Parent Guides & FAQs
Safeguarding, health & wellbeing

Sancta Familia Catholic Academy Trust

Online Safety
Term Dates 2025-2026

Ursuline Directory

Wishing you and your family a happy and restful weekend.

Yours faithfully

Eoin Kelly,
Headteacher
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https://uhs.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/catholic-life/catholic-life-and-mission/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/curriculum/teaching-and-learning/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/about-us/welcome/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/index.php/school-life/parent-communication/headteachers-weekly-roundup/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/school-life/parent-communication/newsletters-2/
https://www.parentpay.com/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/school-life/parent-communication/newsletters-2/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/school-life/parent-portals/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-2/
https://sanctafamilia.co.uk/
https://sanctafamilia.co.uk/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/safeguarding/keeping-safe-online/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/school-life/term-dates-2025-26/
https://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/contact-us/staff-contact-details/

