A LEVEL HISTORY

Y11 2020 


OCR

Unit Group 2: Non-British period study

Unit Y221: Dictatorship and Democracy in Germany 1919–63

1 hour 

15% of Total A-Level

[image: http://media2.s-nbcnews.com/j/MSNBC/Components/Slideshows/_production/ss-091102-berlin-wall/ss-091102-berlin-wall-01.grid-9x2.jpg]

In this pack you will find a number of suggested activities. Some activities are specific to this unit of the A-Level course (Unit Y221: Dictatorship and Democracy in Germany 1919–63), whilst others seek to broaden your general and historical knowledge and, therefore provide a context for all of your learning in history. The aim of this pack is to provide some ‘tangible’ activities as well as support and ignite your interest in history. Every part of this pack is ‘important’ but, if something captures your interest more than something else, run with this! 

Enjoy!
SPECIFIED CONTENT 
This is the course specification so you can see what the unit involves…
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Activity – Seneca – The Course
This is the class code. You could ‘study’ the course through the Seneca online learning platform. You do not have to complete this or all the units of study. Feel free to pick and choose e.g. try those on East and West Germany – topics you have no prior knowledge of. This would provide excellent background knowledge for when you start the A-Level. 
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1. Glossary Terms
Four words underpin all four topics in this unit. For each word…
· Identify a definition
· Think of key features
· Think of historical and contemporary examples 
· Think of the advantages and disadvantages of each

Democracy					Dictatorship

Capitalism					Communism

2. Contextual Knowledge
Read through this contextual knowledge to place the course and Germany in context…

Germany Today 
· Europe’s most powerful nation
· Most successful and stable economy in Europe
· Europe’s ‘indispensable power’
· [image: ]Key player in global affairs

· Angela Merkel
· Chancellor of Germany since 2005
· Leader of the CDU – Christian Democratic Union
· Described as the de facto leader of the European Union
· Ranked as the world’s second most powerful person by Forbes magazine in 2013
· Ranked as the world’s most powerful woman in the world in 2014

· The story of Germany over the past c.150 years is nothing short of remarkable; it is a story of extreme highs and lows, of defeat and triumph, of a vilified and admired nation. 

3. Contemporary knowledge as context for historical understanding…
What is Germany’s response to the COVID-19 crisis? How and why have they differed from the UK in their approach to the crisis? What does this reveal and suggest about Germany as a nation? 

[image: http://ghdi.ghi-dc.org/images/Retallack_map2_web2_eng.jpg]Key events of the late 1800s and early 1902…
· Germany, as a nation state, was established in 1871. Otto von Bismarck forged together c.300 different political entities that had historically formed the Holy Roman Empire. 
· At the turn of the 20th century this newly formed nation was considered one of Europe’s six Great Powers. Germany sought to emulate the established European powers through the establishment of an overseas Empire and the development of its military.
· Kaiser Wilhelm II led Germany into WW1. In 1918 he abdicated and the Weimar Republic signed the Treaty of Versailles in 1919 conceding defeat in WW1.

A full timeline can be found @ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17301646
4. Overview knowledge 
Familiarise yourself with the following key events of the 20th century by reading or watching the following clips and documentaries. This will provide you with a great overview of the course and excellent background knowledge which you will use throughout the course.

1. The Weimar Republic
2. The Nazi Dictatorship
3. The Holocaust
4.  A defeated Germany post WW2
5. Two Germanies – East and West Germany
6. The Berlin Wall – 1961
7. The fall of the Berlin Wall - 1989 

1. The Weimar Republic
· Read over your GCSE revision notes and or use the activities and tests https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zymqwxs

2. The Nazi Dictatorship
· Read over your GCSE revision notes and or use the activities and tests https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zymqwxs
· Watch Peoples’ Century – Master Race
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x1iqny8

3. The Holocaust
· Watch Return to Belsen (Quite Harrowing)
https://www.itv.com/hub/return-to-belsen/10a0080a0001

4. A defeated Germany post WW2
· Watch the defeat of Germany and the Soviet occupation (Some disturbing scenes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8XG-nbM3BE

5. Two Germanies – East and West Germany
· Watch the clips to see the economic, political & social differences between East & West Germany 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKUXcylKKAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cK1r4Xw4LQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHQ_7vx6xx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0D1RAY5NZ8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p05bw0y7/tuesday-documentary-beyond-the-wall
· Read the different accounts of people who lived in East Germany http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/7939746.stm

6. The Berlin Wall – 1961 – A Divided World
· The Berlin Wall is built and the impact
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=51&v=XIfJfa23TIA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=DVWALV3R0FI&feature=emb_logo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nt7AA_JaDeM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nt7AA_JaDeM

7. The fall of the Berlin Wall and the Reunification of Germany
· The Fall of the Berlin Wall 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fjNz1lvXgzU http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFlT46JwEJE&safe=active


Y221 - READING, WATCHING AND INDEPENDENT RESEARCH ACTIVITES
Read and, or, watch anything from the Y12 reading list. If you type the documentaries into google / YouTube you should be able to find them. Check at home for any copies of the books and films. Films, TV series and books might be on free platforms e.g. BBC iPlayer or potentially paid platforms e.g. Amazon Prime. (Hopefully, obvious, but, please don’t feel obliged to spend any money on books or film downloads – you don’t need to do this). 

‘Proper’ History Books – Challenge – A*/A Research
[image: ]
Historical Fiction 
· Maus by Art Spiegelman (any or all in the series)
· The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak
· Night by Elie Wiesel
· Alone in Berlin by Hans Fallada (My - Mrs Ridpath - personal recommendation!)
[image: header]
Documentaries
· The Nazis: A warning from history 
· Hitler’s Children
· People’s Century

[image: https://www.penguin.com.au/jpg-large/9780141189383.jpg]TV Programmes / Series
· Hitler: The Rise of Evil 
· Nuit et Brouillard (Night and Fog)
· Deutschland 83

Films (Some are rated 18…)
· The Pianist
· Schindler’s List
· The Lives of Others
· Goodbye Lenin
· Bridge of Spies


[image: Image result for rosie the riveter]ENRICH AND EXTEND ACTIVITIES
When you are in Y12 you will be expected to keep an ‘enrich and extend’ log. The purpose of this is to deepen your general, contextual and historical knowledge and thus support your progress in the A-Level as a whole. This could be but, doesn’t have to be explicitly linked to this unit or even the A-Level course. It is about deepening and broadening your knowledge.

Historical Fiction
Three books that I (Mrs Ridpath) loved when I was your age(ish) and sparked my interest in history… 
· To Kill a Mocking Bird – Harper Lee
· A Passage to India – E.M. Forster
· The Quiet American – Graham Greene
Any book with history as a backdrop is a superb way to enrich your understanding of history. These can be anything from ‘heavy weight classic authors’ or modern ‘chart’ bestsellers such as any Victoria Hislop novel.

Newspapers & the News
Read a newspaper on a regular basis or an online news outlet such as the BBC. Some newspapers do require a paid subscription e.g. The Times whilst others require an email address only e.g. The Guardian. Remember to also look to and read the editorial comments / articles. These are opinion-based articles – a great example of evidence based modern day interpretations.   

BBC Sounds – Documentaries
Listen to radio broadcasts / podcasts. You could follow a specific series e.g. A history of the world in 100 objects’, ‘The History Hour’ or ‘In Our Time’ or identify particular episodes of interest to you. Again, this is a very easy and accessible means to broaden your general and historical knowledge.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/category/documentaries?sort=popular

Desert Island Discs (BBC Radio 4)
A brilliant, entertaining and very accessible means to broaden your general and historical knowledge. Guests on the radio share the soundtrack to their lives picking eight tracks, a book and a luxury item. A great example of contemporary and social history. The episodes also serve as a prompt to then listen to the music listed. This is another brilliant way to build up a sense of a time period or era – music is often a reflection of society.   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qnmr

Film & Music
Any film from… https://www.imdb.com/list/ls009668055/ and listening to musical periods and, or, genres. 

Theatre
The National Theatre are broadcasting full length plays e.g. Jane Eyre, every Thursday which are accessible for one week. A different and entertaining means to learn about a historical time period through the medium of the theatre. https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/nt-at-home

Podcasts
Listen to free podcasts such as…
· Dan Snow’s History Hit (History Hit Network)
· The Documentary (BBC World Service)
· Revisionist History (Malcolm Gladwell) 
· History Today Podcast (History Today)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Talking
Talk to your parents / the adults in your life. What historical events and periods have they experienced? 

Social Media 
Not necessarily ‘highbrow’ but, interesting! I (Mrs Ridpath) follow these pages on Facebook – History Cool Kids and BBC Archive. They are also on twitter and Instagram.
EXTEND AND ENRICH – WEEKLY LOG
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Unit ¥221: Democracy and Dictatorships in Germany 1919-1963

Key Topics.

Content
Learners should have studied the following:

‘The establishment and development of the
Weimar Republic: 1919-Jan 1933

Consequences of the First World War; impact of the Treaty of
Versailles; the Weimar Constitution; coalition governments;
challenges to Weimar; Communist revolts, Kapp Putsch, Munich
Putsch, invasion of the Ruhr, hyperinflation; Stresemann and
the ‘Golden Years'; Dawes and Young Plans, economic recovery,
foreign loans, political stability, improvements to working and
living conditions; the impact of the Great Depression, elections
and governments 1928~1933; rise and appeal of Nazism, role
of propaganda and Hitler; Papen, Schleicher and ‘backsta
intrigue’; Hitler's appointment as Chancellor.

‘The establishment of the Nazi Dictatorship
‘and its domestic policies Feb 1933-1939

Hitler's consolidation of power, the Reichstag Fire, March
Elections and Enabling Act, Gleichschaltung, creation of the
one-party state, Night of the Long Knives, army oath and death
of Hindenburg; system of government and admi
censorship and propaganda, machinery of terror,
courts, 55, Gestapo; treatment of opposition; religious pol
economic policies, Schacht’s New Plan, Goering’s Four Year
Plan, public works, conscription and autarky; German Labour
Front; ‘Strength through Joy'; policy towards women; education
and policy towards youth; racial policies to 1939; benefits of
Nazi rule.

‘The impact of war and defeat on Germany:
1939-1949

‘The war economy and Total War; impact of bombing; war
and racial policies, the Final Solution; morale and rationing;
opposition and resistance; consequences of the Second World
War; Cold War, Potsdam, division of Germany, Bizonia and
developments in the Soviet Zone, currency and the Berlin
Blockade.

Divided Germany: The Federal Republic and
the DDR 1949-1963

‘The creation of West Germany and the DDR; the Basic Law
and constitution of West Germany; the 1949 election; the
economic miracle; political and social stability; foreign poli
rapprochement with France, EEC, rearmament, NATO, policy
towards USA and USSR, DDR; elections of 1953, 1957 and 1961;
Berlin Wall; Adenauer’s decline and the Der Spiegel Crisis of
1962; West Germany in 1963; the GDR in 1949; uprising 1953;

economic change, land reform, collectivisation, nationalisation
and heavy industry; social change, churches, Trade Unions,
education and youth.
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