
Edexcel A Level English Language
WHAT WILL I STUDY IN THIS SUBJECT?

A Level

This course covers language variation: how 21st century language varies according to identity and use, and how language has changed over time from 1550 to the present day. Students study how children between the ages of 0 and 8 learn to speak and write. Later in the course they submit a creative writing folder choosing between fiction or journalism genres, together with a reflective commentary. Finally they select a specialist language topic such as English dialects or language and power, and conduct their own linguistic investigation in preparation for examination.
 
 
WHAT QUALIFICATIONS DO I NEED TO START THIS SUBJECT?

You require a minimum of grade 6 in English Literature or English Langauge.

WHAT SKILLS AND INTERESTS DO I NEED FOR THIS SUBJECT?

[bookmark: Text24]	You should have an interest in: 
	analysing language,
	how language operates in society,
	writing In different styles.

Course Fundamentals:
·         Extend GCSE skills, comparing how writers convey identity considering different genres, purposes and audiences
·         Learn specific linguistic terminology to identify, label, sort and analyse language
·         Link to History, Geography and foreign languages by understanding how English has developed over time
·         Cross-over with Psychology and Sociology in the research, data gathering and experimental nature of a real language investigation, as well as the psycho-social reasons for using specific types of language.  
·         Develop their own creative writing.

FIELDWORK/TRIPS

Trips to relevant places of interest, e.g. The Guardian Newspaper offices, Samuel Johnson’s House and The British Library, as well as opportunities such as writing workshops, primary school observations and theatre trips are offered during the two-year course. 

WHAT OTHER SUBJECTS COMBINE WELL WITH THIS SUBJECT?
All subjects, although there are particular links with English Literature, Psychology, Sociology, History, Theology and Modern Foreign Languages. 

TO WHAT FURTHER OR HIGHER EDUCATION COURSES COULD THIS SUBJECT LEAD? 
English, English Language, Linguistics, Politics, Philosophy, Journalism, Law, Media Studies, Communication Studies. 

WHAT CAREERS COULD THIS SUBJECT LEAD TO?
Many careers including: 
Journalism or Publishing
Teaching
Law
Advertising
Television and Media
Telecommunications technology industry

RECOMMENDED READING:
Sara Thorne, ‘Mastering A Level English’
David Crystal, ‘The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of the English Language’
Amanda Coultas, ‘Language and Social Contexts’
Radio:  ‘Word of Mouth’,  BBC Radio 4. 
Quality newspapers – particularly editorial / feature sections
Short stories of various kinds (including radio). 

USEFUL LINKS:  
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-language-2015.html

	

	

	Edexcel English Language A level  -  Summary of Assessment


		
Component 1:    *Paper code: 9EN0/01
35% - Language Variation – 2h15 (A01, 2, 3, 4)

· Section A: Individual Variation
Two unseen 21st century linked texts / data: analyse and compare how both writers convey personal & social identity. One question, no choice - 30 marks
· Section B: Variation over Time
One question on two thematically linked unseen texts / data, from two different time periods (1550 to present day).  Extended comparative response.  One question, no choice – 30 marks. 

	
Component 2:    *Paper code: 9EN0/02
20% - Child Language – 1h15 (AO1, 2, 3)

· One question on one unseen piece of data.  Data may be either written or spoken.  One question, no choice – 45 marks. 

	
Component 3:    *Paper code: 9EN0/03
25% - Investigating Language (Pre-release) – 1h45

Choice of five pre-released language topics. Students research area and then apply to unseen data.  Two questions per topic: 
· Section A – How is this unseen data representative of your research – 15 marks (A01, 2, 3)
· Section B – Answer question set, evaluating in light of own investigation data - 30 marks (AO1, 2, 3, 4)

	
Component 4:    *Code: 9EN0/04
20% - Coursework: Crafting Language

· Assignment 1: 
Two pieces of original writing from the same genre, differentiated by function and/or audience, 1500- 2000 words – 30 marks (A05) 
· Assignment 2: 
One commentary, reflecting on the two pieces above and connecting with research, 1000 words  - 20 marks (A01, 2, 3, 4).





	

	

	

	

	

	





Summer Preparation Work
All students MUST: 
Buy an attractive A4 scrapbook (not lined paper) and stick in at least 5 very different pieces of written data (texts). 

1) Use a new page for each text.   At the top of each page, describe what the text is and state its GAP (Genre, Audience, Purpose).

2) Annotate each text by circling or underlining and labelling key words, phrases and graphological (presentational) features of each text which show you its G, A, and P. 

Bring this to the first lesson in September.
You need to become really aware of the language that is used all around you.
	What kind of texts should I stick in my scrapbook? Anything you find interesting in terms of language!


	
Language types and frameworks

	
              Identity: 
Gender and sexuality
	
Identity:

Power and Occupation
	
Identity:

Technology

	Texts that are written to inform, explain, instruct, advise, persuade, and entertain. They can be aimed at the general public or a specialist audience.

These could be:
Leaflets, charity booklets, adverts, puns, jokes, Twitter fiction, tickets, articles, cartoons, business cards, receipts, newspaper front pages, food labels, blogs, columns, etc. 

Time Out, The Metro, Evening Standard are all free publications that are distributed in London. Read articles online and in broadsheet newspaper magazine sections.  
	
Adverts aimed at men / women, representations of women and men, articles about gender.

Stylist is a free paper aimed at women.  
	
Interviews, instructions, charity leaflets/letters. 

Texts with language or jargon from a particular job or occupational field. 
	How does technology affect how people communicate?  Twitter, Facebook, texts, emails, websites, WhatsApp, MSN, BBM, blogs. 

How does it affect how they represent themselves? 

	
	Identity:

Ethnicity and regional background
____________________
How are people of different ethnic or regional backgrounds represented through language? 
How do different social groups use language? 
	Identity :

Age and Social Class

__________________
Texts aimed at people of different ages.  Teenagers vs elderly use of language? 
How is language used to represent different age groups and social classes? 

	



3)  In addition:   Read the PixL guide to English Language attached.  This covers the main content of the Autumn Term’s lessons and these ideas will underpin your whole 2 year course. 

A/ A*Challenge task:  
Read some of the language debates at:  http://englishlangsfx.blogspot.co.uk/
Or listen to great podcasts of the ‘Word of Mouth’ magazine programme about language issues at:   http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qtnz/episodes/downloads
